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„Our progress as a nation can be no swifter than our 
progress in education. The human mind is our fundamental 
resource.”

John F. Kennedy, 1961.



Agenda

1. Influence of education on society  
2. How this applies to Croatia?
3. What can we expect in the future?



Influence of education on society

- Influence on economic growth 

- Influence on life quality

- Social influence

- Political influence



Economic 
influence of 
knowledge 
during past 

two 
millenniums

Source: A new spirit of capitalsm, The Trilateral Commission, 2022



Knowledge 
influencing 
economic 
growth

(average annual rate of 
growth of real GDP per 
capita in 1960-2009 )

Source: European Expert Network on Economics of Education 
EENEE Analytical Report No. 20, Prepared for the European 
Commission, 2014



Influence 
on life 

duration / 
quality

Source: A new spirit of capitalsm, The Trilateral Commission, 2022



Knowledge 
influencing 

social 
insurance 

model

Source: Education and Training Monitor 2014 , European 
Commission, DG EAC



Source:

Influence of education on political decisions



Influence of education on political decisions



„Democracy cannot succeed unless those who 

express their choice are prepared to choose wisely. 

The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is 

education.”

     Franklin D. Roosevelt



How this applies to Croatia?

- Is demography our real problem? 

- How we compensate with education?







In 10 years, total loss of primary 

schools' pupils.



In 10 years, total loss of 

secondary schools’ students.
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How much we invest in formal education?



How we 
develop our 

talents?



How we use 
technology?



How we use 
technology?



How we use 
technology?



How we 
create 
digital 

content?

Source: Eurostat, ICT usage in households and by individuals 
(isoc_i) za 2021.



How we 
create 
digital 

content?

Source: Eurostat, ICT usage in households and by individuals 
(isoc_i) za 2021.



Source: Eurostat, ICT usage in households and by individuals 
(isoc_i) za 2021.

How we 
create 
digital 

content?



How we 
create 
digital 

content?

Source: Eurostat, ICT usage in households and by individuals 
(isoc_i) za 2021.



What can we expect in the 
future?

- Our jobs in AI era

- What can be done by educational systems / professionals?



Where IP 
developments 

happens?

Source: A new spirit of capitalsm, The Trilateral Commission, 2022



Source: A new spirit of capitalsm, The Trilateral Commission, 2022

Where AI
developments 

happens?



What are the 
implications 

of such 
development

?

Izvor: A new spirit of capitalsm, The Trilateral Commission, 2022



What is your top of mind idea when 
AI and digitalization is mentioned?





32

What’s 
the real 
value of 

AI ?



- Digitalization increased productivity (and 
wages) for up to 35% but only in 5% of best 
organizations. Productivity grew only 5% in 95% 
of other companies. 

- Many do not event consider paying interpreters 
anymore, when Google (and other tools) does 
this job better and better each day, and for free. 

- Tomorrow, jobs in accounting, law, part of 
medical diagnostics, and others will be automated. 

Potential risks
which can 
jeopardize 

jobs

- Until 2030 roughly 375 million workers will 

have to change jobs and skillset

- Some 80% of jobs will not be influenced by AI for 
more than 20% of tasks, while for 20% of jobs 
50% of tasks might be automated. 



AI questions idea of „comparative labor advantages” as it was so 

far understood by economic literature (Samuelson & Nordhaus, 2009). 

„Longer education time for higher qualification”. 

Typical investment in education to get specific qualification is 

predictor of income (Adam Smith, 1776).

Education should focus more on interpersonal skills opposed to 

facts and expertise based on facts (or rules) alone. 

Machines will become co-workers, new distribution of labor will 

happen in many occupations.  

People will work less (and less people will need to work), 

although productivity and profits of companies (possessing IP) will 

grow.

Careers and educational focuses should be chosen wisely.  

Potential 
opportunities

brought by 
future 

education



Think on what you can do as educator to 
help society.
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